General FAQ’s
1). Where can I park for orientation?

During orientation all students will park in the Student/General parking garage. Street parking close to campus is very limited, and the Health Science Center is not responsible for any tickets or fines resulting from students parking in unauthorized areas. For more information, click on the following link: http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/police/map.htm
2). When is Family Day for D.O. students?

Family Day is Saturday, July 25, 2009 in the morning.

3). When is White Coat Ceremony?

White Coat Ceremony is Saturday, July 25, 2009 in the afternoon. For more information, click on the following link: http://www.hsc.unt.edu/Sites/Orientation/index.cfm?pageName=White%20Coat%20Ceremony
4). Do I need to purchase all of my books?
All books are required. However, not all books are needed before the first day of class. We will send you the required book list and it will be posted to the website as well.
5). When do I purchase books? 

Books can be purchased prior to, during, or after orientation, provided that students have the appropriate books for the first course.

6). Where can I purchase books?

Books are available to purchase online through general websites (e.g., eCampus, Majors Bookstore, Amazon, Half.com), through the student site http://students.hsc.unt.edu, click on Treasure Chest), or through Majors Bookstores in the library during orientation.

7). What medical equipment will I need?

This will be updated later in the semester.

8). Do I have to purchase my medical equipment during orientation?

No, you can purchase your medical equipment prior to orientation. However, sales are provided by Welch Allyn for students during orientation. This is beneficial because there is a session provided during orientation for equipment review.

9). How much will the equipment I need cost?
Cost for medical equipment is between $600 - $2,000 depending on the type of equipment purchased.

10). Do I need to buy a permit to park on campus?

To park on campus, all vehicles will need a parking permit. These will be for sale by the Campus Police during and after orientation. For more information about which permit is right for your individual needs, visit the Campus Police website at http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/police/park_gen.htm.

11). Do I have to have health insurance as a student?

Health insurance is required for all students. 

UNTHSC offers student health insurance through United Healthcare, which is an option provided to all students. To view the plan, visit United Care and follow these steps:

1. Click on "Find My School's Plan" in the column on the right.
2. Enter "UNT" as the school name and Search.
3. Select "Univ. of North Texas" as the school in the search results.
4. The brochure detailng the plan can be found here (Plan 2 is the only plan offered for UNTHSC).
5. The mail-in enrollment form for UNTHSC can be found here. Or, enrollment can be completed online through the UNT portion of the United Care website.

Once you have enrolled, you can use the United Healthcare website to view your claim status and keep track of other pertinent information for your student health insurance. For questions about the student health insurance plan, please contact United Healthcare's customer service at 1-800-767-0700.

12). What housing options are there for students?

UNTHSC does not offer on-campus housing.  However, there are several options in Fort Worth and the surrounding area for all types of housing. Some resources on student housing include the Apartment Finder books (available at CVS and other drug stores), the Housing link on the Student Portal (http://students.hsc.unt.edu) or apartment-listing websites such as www.apartmentfinder.com. Real estate agents close to campus (zip code 76107) can also provide assistance in finding apartments, condominiums, or homes. For additional questions, please contact the Office of Student Life at 817-735-5006 or visit http://students.hsc.unt.edu/housing/default.cfm
13). What is a white coat and when will I get one?

The white coat is the clinic coat presented to each new student for their academic career here at the UNTHSC. New students will be fitted for and receive their white coats during orientation. White Coat Ceremony will be held at the end of orientation week to celebrate the incoming students.

14). When and where will I get my patch to put on my 2nd white coat if I am a D.O. student?
A patch will be sewn on the coat you receive during orientation for White Coat Ceremony. A second patch will be available through the Office of Student Life for your second coat. Our office sells them for $10.00 per patch. Students can have them sewn on at their convenience through any Alteration company.
15). Will food be served during orientation?

Breakfast and lunch will be provided during orientation; dinners are considered social events and attendance is optional but encouraged. Social events usually include a meal or snacks.

16). Is there a daycare on-campus for students?

There is no child care available on campus. Current students may have advice on quality child care facilities or babysitters in the area. For more information, contact the Student Advocate Association.

17). What financial aid is available for students?

Financial aid can come in the form of a work-study position at the UNTHSC, government or privately-funded loans or grants, and scholarships. All students, regardless of financial status, should complete a FAFSA(found at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov) as soon as possible to see if they qualify for financial aid; for more information, please contact the Financial Aid office at 817-735-2505 or visit http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/FinancialAid/default.cfm
18). Am I a Texas resident and how do I know?
Texas Law states:

“One must be an independent (not claimed as a dependent for income tax purposes), US citizen or permanent resident, (have a green card, also known as card I-551 or the evidence of I-551 in the passport) or international student who is eligible to establish a domicile in Texas and live in the state of Texas for 12 consecutive months and establish a domicile in Texas prior to enrollment.”

19). Why do I need a computer?

Several components of class lectures and grades are done through the computer provided for students. The cost of the computer is covered in tuition and student fees; even if students already have a computer for school, they must purchase this computer because of the programs and functions it has for medical and academic purposes.

20). When will I get my computer?

Computers will be distributed during orientation.

21). What programs will be on the computer?

Please contact Lynley Dungan at ldungan@hsc.unt.edu for more information about what programs are included on the computers.

22). Can I work while attending orientation and/or classes?

Working during orientation and classes is not advised, unless it is approved work-study/student worker through UNTHSC. Typically, students find it easier to focus on studying to maintain grades, than to juggle school and a job (and possibly a family).

23). When would be a good time to get married and/or have children?

Feel free to contact Dr. Ziller at rziller@hsc.unt.edu or call 817-735-2444 for more advice regarding your curriculum schedule, or talk to current students for their experience with starting a family while in medical school. 

24). How do I change my name and/or address on my records?

Before orientation, please contact the TCOM Admissions Office (817-735-2204) to change your name and/or address on your records. After orientation, name and address changes are completed through the Registrar’s Office at 817-735-2505 or visit http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/registrar/default.htm
25). What are pre-matriculation courses and when are they?

Pre-matriculation courses are offered to prepare new students for the intensive classes they will be taking in their first year, and to help provide a refresher course. More information about this will be coming soon.

26). What do I wear to OMM or Anatomy lab?

Please dress appropriately for each type of lab. For osteopathic manipulative medicine (OMM), please wear comfortable, conservative shorts (basketball shorts are recommended); shirts and shoes will be removed, so women need to wear sports bras to labs. For Anatomy lab, scrubs and closed-toed shoes are required. For all labs, please make an effort to conceal lower back tattoos.

27). What is the debt load during medical school?
This information can be found in the tuition and fee register for 2008-2009 by clicking on this link: http://www.hsc.unt.edu/sites/studentpolicyhandbook/index.cfm?pageName=Tuition%20and%20Fee%20Register
*Please note this is a summary and is general.  Please contact Financial Aid for your individualized circumstance.

A summary of the information is as follows:

Texas Resident:



Non-Texas Resident:
MS1: $14,877



MS1: $30,627
MS2: $13,562



MS2: $29,312

MS3: $12,187



MS3: $28,937
MS4: $12,178



MS4: $28,282
Total: $52,804.00



Total: $117,158

28). When do we get class ranks?

Medical students are ranked after their first two years of medical school.
29). What is a class chat?
A class chat is a session that we offer online prior to orientation so that you can ask any questions you may have about medical school, orientation, housing, etc. It is similar to instant messaging. 
30). When is the class chat scheduled?

The class chat will be scheduled in late Spring 2009. Date to be announced.
