Mexican Food

Cantina Laredo - 500 Throckmorton St, Fort Worth - (817) 810-0773 - www.cantinalaredo.com
Upscale nuevo Mexican gourmet food.  Average prices for entrees run from $15 – 30.  Pretty good place to go if you have some friends in from out of town.  


Mi Cocina - 509 Main St - (817) 877-3600 - www.mcrowd.com
Really good food and casual restaurant.  The food comes out quick and is cheap ($8-15 for entrees).  Really good drink here called the mambo taxi.

Gloria’s - 2600 W 7th St in Montgomery Plaza - (817) 332-8800 - www.gloriasrestaurants.com
In my opinion, this is the best of all of the options.  Really good food. Entrees from $10-15.  Their bean dip that comes out with the chips is reallllllly good.  Margaritas are slammer.

Joe T. Garcia’s - 2201 N Commerce St - (817) 626-4356 - www.joets.com
This is the most famous restaurant in all of Fort Worth.  The restaurant is famous for its enormous outdoor patio/garden and is a great place for outdoor seating on those nice summer nights.  They only serve two main items: cheese enchiladas or fajitas.  The atmosphere is second to none. Entrees are $12 and the margaritas are $7 but they are deadly. 

Chimy’s - 1053 Foch St - (817) 348-8888 - www.chimys.com
This place has some good food, but is mainly a place that people go to grab drinks and hang out.  They have a nice sized patio.  Like I said, the food is good ($6-10 for an entrée), but the real gem here are the margaritas.  Get the Cadillac.  You will not be disappointed. 

La Tortilandia - 1112 W Berry St - (817) 922-0205

Every good city in Texas has their hole-in-the-wall Mexican restaurant.  This is ours. We would go in the mornings for the breakfast specials.  They are insanely large and cost $2-6.  The lunch and dinner entrees are Mexican classics that are made fresh daily and cost between $6-10.  Munodo is only served on the weekend.   
Pappasito’s - 2704 West Freeway - (817) 877-5461 - http://www.pappasitos.com/
The Pappa’s Brothers’ Mexican restaurant, Pappasito’s serves some pretty good fajitas and other Mexican favorites.  Entrees here will run you between $12 and 15.  
Seafood
J & J Oyster House  - 612 University Dr - (817) 335-2756

This place has some pretty good seafood, but it is almost all fried food.  Really casual atmosphere and the type of place that the locals go to daily.  Entree’s are $7-12.  

Daddy Jack’s - 353 Throckmorton St - (817) 332-2477 - www.daddyjacks.org
This is by far the best seafood restarant in the area.  It has really great food that is made by the owner/chef.  The daily specials are fantastic.  You should call ahead for a reservation if you are going on the weekend.  Nice atmosphere, but also casual.  Some people will wear jeans.  Some will wear suits.  Entrée’s are a little pricy ($15-30 for an entrée) but the portions are huge and the food is really good.  This is the place for clam chowder.
Pappadeaux - 2708 West Freeway - (817) 877-8843 - http://www.pappadeaux.com/
The Pappa’s Brothers’ Seafood restaurant, Pappadeaux’s has some really good Seafood.  They are famous for their seafood platters which are huge.  They also serve really good creole food.  Entrees cost $15-25.   
Italian 
Taverna - 450 Throckmorton Street - (817) 885-7502 -http://www.tavernabylombardi.com/events.asp
Really good Italian food with a warm atmosphere.  Perfect spot to go on a date or with a group of friends for a celebration.  Entrees are plentiful and vary from pizza to risotto to wonderful pasta dishes ($13-30).  ½ price wine on Wednesdays with the purchase on an entrée.

Fortuna - 5837 Camp Bowie Blvd - (817) 737-4469 

This is some great Italian food at a very reasonable price.  The entrees are Italian favorites and the portions are big.  This is more casual than Taverna but you will not be disappointed.  Entrees are $10 – 15.  

Ferre - 215 E. 4th Street - 817-332-0033 - ferrerestaurant.com

This is a nice restaurant that has Tuscan-Italian inspired dishes and is located right next to Bass Hall.  The food here in my opinion is not as good as Taverna, but it deserves a shot.  Really popular spot for dates and a nice night out.  Entrees are pricy ($15 – 30) but the atmosphere is really nice.  This is a little dressier spot than the other two. 
Mellow Mushroom - 3455 Blue Bonnet Cir - (817) 207-9677 - www.mellowmushroom.com
Awesome pizza joint with a really laid back atmosphere.  Large pizzas cost about $20 but can feed 3-4 people.  The calzones here are reallllly good. 
Mama’s Pizza - 1813 West Berry Street - (817) 923-3541 - http://www.mamaspizzas.net/
This is the Fort Worth locals pizza spot.  They have a lunch buffet for $8 that is really good.  They also have the MAMA pizza which serves 6-8 people.  

Palermo’s - 1000 W Magnolia Ave - (817) 878-2400

This is the Italian hole-in-the wall restaurant.  This place has a real old-school Italian feel to it and the food is really good.  Entrée’s here are $7-10 so it is very affordable and delicious. 

Steak

Texas de Brazil - 101 N Houston St - (817) 882-9500 - www.texasdebrazil.com
If you have never been to a Brazilian churrascaria, you have to do this while you are here.  This is a meat eaters Eden.  The place is casual but expensive ($45 per person).  This is a buffet type place but not what you are thinking.  The waiters walk around the restaurant with skewers of meat ranging form filet mignon to beef ribs to Brazilian sausage to Lamb chops and you get as much or as little as you want from them.  They also have a killer salad bar that features exotic chesses, artichoke hearts, and a killer lobster bisque.  If you are not too crazy about the meat, you can get the light dinner (only the salad bar) and it costs $30.  If it is a little too pricy, they are open for lunch on Friday and it only costs $25 then, but the meat menu is less.  Make reservation on any night that you go.  

Ruth’s Chris - 813 Main Street - 817-348-0080, www.ruthschris.com 
This is the newest steak house in Fort Worth.  This is one of the most famous chains in the country.  The food is good, but it is very expensive ($25 – 50 an entree).  Very nice place that suggests reservations.  

Del Frisco - 812 Main St - (817) 877-3999 - www.delfriscos.com
The most famous steakhouse in Fort Worth.  Del Frisco’s skimps on nothing, including the price.  Entrée’s are $30+ but you get what you pay for.  Definitely a place to save for when mom and dad visit unless you really love good steak or want to go out on a nice date. 

H3 - 109 E Exchange Ave - (817) 624-1246 - www.h3ranch.com
This steak house is located in the historic stockyards.  The food here is good and the atmosphere is much more causal than the other steakhouses.  The meat actually comes from the H3 ranch, so the prices are more affordable ($13-20 an entrée).  They actually have some really good rainbow trout here as well.  Try the smoked steak.  Its really good.
Burgers

Love Shack - 110 E. Exchange - (817) 740-8812 - www.shakeyourloveshack.com
This is the burger joint of renowned chef Tim Love.  Located in the stockyards, this place serves up decent burgers with killer fries and onion rings.  The best burger is the western, which is served with an egg. ($5-8)

Kincaid’s - 4901 Camp Bowie Blvd - (817) 732-2881 - www.fwculture.com
This is the Fort Worth Legend.  When asking a local where to get ag ood burger, if they don’t say Kincaid’s they are not from Fort Worth.  Old school style décor with really good food.  Gets very busy at lunch time.  A must while you are in Fort Worth.  ($6-9)

Dutch’s - 3009 S University Dr - (817) 927-5522 - www.dutchshamburgers.com
In my opinion, the best burgers in Fort Worth.  The bread here is amazing.  All of the burgers are really big and delicious.  Try the Texana or the Bacon Blue Cheese.  The onion rings and fries are second to none. ($6-9)
Pappas Burgers - 2700 West Fwy - (817) 870-9736 - www.pappasburger.com
This is the newest burger spot in Fort Worth.  They serve up some really good burgers with lots of fries rings.  ($6-9)
Texas 

Babe’s - 120 S Main St, Burleson TX - (817) 447-3400 - www.babeschicken.com
This is a little bit of a drive, but it is worth it.  I like to refer to Babe’s as the country man’s Texas de Brazil.  You go and order a protein (fried chicken, chicken tenders, catfish, roasted chicken, or chicken fried steak) and it comes out with unlimited family sides of  gravy, creamed corn, biscuits (that are unbelievable), mashed potatoes, and green beans.  ($12)

Reata - 310 Houston St - (817) 336-1009 - www.reata.net
Make sure you ask to sit on the roof top patio because this is one of the coolest views you could ask for from a restaurant.  Located downtown, Reata provides some really good Texas style food with huge portions.  The food here is very good.  I mean really good.  The appetizers could be a meal by themselves.  Entrees run from $18-25, but they do have an outdoor bar to enjoy the view.

Lonesome Dove - 2406 N Main St - (817) 740-8810 - www.lonesomedovebistro.com
This is the restaurant that put Tim Love on the culinary map.  Very good food in the stockyards.  Entrees are exotic (rabbit, lamb, venison) but very pricy ($28-35 an entrée).  Very cool restaurant to go to if you have some extra cash to spend.
BBQ

Railhead - 2900 Montgomery St - (817) 738-9808 - www.railheadonline.com
People in Fort Worth are torn between which place serves the best BBQ.  I think it is Railhead.  The brisket is fork tender and the ribs are amazing.  A must do if you want good BBQ.  ($8-10)

Angelo’s - 2533 White Settlement Rd - (817) 332-0357 - www.angelosbbq.com
This is the other BBQ Legend. Also has really good food and if you want to get some drinks with your BBQ, this is the place to go because the drinks are cheap.  ($8-10)

Risky’s - 300 Main Street – (817-877-3306) - http://www.risckys.com
This is a pretty good joint as well.  They have an all you can eat beef ribs platter for $10.  Enough said. 

Vegetarian/Vegan
Spiral Diner - 1314 W Magnolia Ave. - (817) 332-8834 - www.spiraldiner.com 
This is an excellent restaurant.  Though I love meat, my girlfriend is vegetarian and we go here occasionally.  Completely vegan restaurant that was voted the best vegan restaurant in the nation just a few years ago.  Everyone should go here.  Honestly, you will love it. ($6 – 12).
Asian 
PF Chang’s - 400 Throckmorton St - (817) 840-2450 - www.pfchangs.com
Pretty popular Chinese food chain restaurant.  Very large portions of delicious for that is reasonable priced.  Very conducive to taking a large group of people to if you want to do something as a group.  I like the wok-seared lamb.  ($12 – 15)

Pei Wei - 2600 W 7th St - (817) 806-9950 - www.peiwei.com
This is the fast food branch of PF Chang’s.  Similar food, but much cheaper and quicker.  A great place to go if you want a quick lunch.  A side of rice here is only $0.50 if you are in a bind and are making food at home.  ($6 – 10).
Sushi

Edohana - 2704 S Hulen St - (817) 924-1144 - www.edohana.com
The best sushi restaurant in Fort Worth. Everything here is fresh and the service is great.  Try the Paradise, Trio, Cajun, and Tornado rolls (rolls $6-12, nigri $2-4).

Piranha - 335 W 3rd St - (817) 348-0200 - www.piranhakillersushi.com
Pretty good sushi joint that is located downtown.  Good place to go and grab a light dinner before heading downtown (rolls $6-12, nigri $2-4).
Sushi Axiom - 4625 Donnelly Ave - (817) 735-9100 - www.sushiaxiom.net
This is also another good sushi place.  I like this slightly more than Piranha but not as much as Edohana.  Pretty good exotic drinks (rolls $6-12, nigri $2-4).

Ronin –  2600 W 7th St - (817) 332-0040 

Personally, I think this place is horrible.  The service is really bad, but people do go there for the Tuesday special for $2 half rolls.  

Bars
8.0’s - 111 E. Third Street Fort Worth - 817-336-0880 - EightObar.com

Really great patio area.  Live music almost on Thursdays and the weekends during the summer.  Really cool place but expect to pay a cover of $5.  Drinks cost $3 for beer and about $6 for a liquor drink

Flying Saucer - 111 E Fourth Street - (817) 336-7470 - www.beerknurd.com
This is a beer lovers haven.  They have over 100 different beers on tap.  They only serve beer and charge a $2 cover when they have live music.

Library – 611 Houston St. – (817) 885-8201 – www.librarybars.com
This is the best place to go in Fort Worth for cheap drinks.  They have a special every night and it is packed on the weekends.  Bring your school ID to get in free.

Poag Mahone’s - 2710 W 7th St - (817) 332-9544 
This is the place where UNTHSC kids go to have a good time.  They have darts and pool and a really fun atmosphere.  It is very smoky inside, so beware of what you wear because it will need a thorough wash.  

Snookies - 2755 S Hulen St - (817) 207-0788 - www.snookiesbar.com
This is a fun bar that has great specials on Wednesday nights.  This is a big hang out for the TCU kids so beware of that.  

Boomer Jack’s - 2600 W. 7th St – (817) 810-2666 – www.boomerjack.com
Great sports bar to go to and just enjoy a drink.  Really great location in Montgomery Plaza.  I am a huge fan of Boomer Jack’s.  
Fox and Hound - 604 Main St - (817) 338-9200 - www.tentcorp.com
Another good sports bar to go to.  This one has pool and darts if you are in to that as well.  Though it is downtown, there is not a cover.

Pete’s Piano Bar - 611 Houston St - (817) 335-7383 - www.petesduelingpianobar.com
This is a really fun place to go.  Expect to pay a cover at all times and on the weekend the line is insane.  Drinks here are also a little pricier than normal. 

Billy Bob’s – 2520 Rodeo Plaza – (817) 624-7117

If you are a fan of country music, you have to make a stop to Billy Bob’s.  Arguably one of the most famous venues for live country music in the nation, Billy Bob’s has great live shows weekly.  

Dancing/Clubs

Bar 9 - 900 Houston St - (817) 348-9991

Cool place to go when you have had a few drinks and are looking to have a fun time dancing.  The bar is two stories and the bottom has a really fun dance floor/bar.  Drinks here are a little pricier so beware of that.  Expect to pay a cover if you are a guy.

Aqua Lounge - 515 Houston St - (817) 810-0830 - www.aquafw.com
This is the Dallas-like club of Fort Worth.  The people here are a little more uptight than at the other bars, but it does have some good music.  Expect to wait in line and to also pay a cover.  Dress a little dressier if you go here.  Drinks are also pricier.

Bent Lounge - 907 Houston – (832)-628-6767 – www.bentlounge.com
This is an awesome place to go if you are having a party and want to get a table.  The second floor looks down on the dance floor and the music is good.  I had my birthday here last year and probably will again this year.  $5 cover for guys.
City Streets - 425 Commerce St - (817) 335-5400 - www.citystreetsfortworth.com
This is the dance spot.  When you are just ready to go and have a lot of fun, end the night here.  The place is massive and has four different “clubs” in one and a karaoke room.  Cover here is usually $5, but it is well worth it if you go with a bunch of people.

Entertainment
Bass Hall – Corner of 4th and Calhoun - 817-212-4200 – www.basshall.com
One of the most acoustically precise stages in the country, the Bass Hall has amazing shows that come through weekly.  If you like music and the arts, you will love this place.  There is everything form ballet to theater to symphony to big name entertainment. 

Fort Worth Zoo - 1989 Colonial Pkwy - (817) 871-7050 - www.fortworthzoo.com
Voted one of the top 3 zoos in the country, the Fort Worth Zoo will not disappoint.  They are famous for Boo at the Zoo during Halloween and have just recently acquired a full time penguin exhibit.  
Kimball Art Museum - 3333 Camp Bowie Boulevard – (817) 332-8451 - www.kimbellart.org/
A really nice museum with everything ranging from renaissance art to contemporary work.  Exhibits change monthly and they do get many big name art exhibits.

Modern Art Museum - 3200 Darnell St - (817) 738-9215 - www.themodern.org
The most famous of all the museums in Fort Worth, the modern is nationally renowned and has many exhibits from famous artists.  Some recent traveling exhibitions have included Ron Mueck, Kara Walker, Martin Puryear and their permanent collection includes Warhols, Lichtensteins, and Rothkos.  A must do.

Amon Carter Museum - 3501 Camp Bowie Blvd - (817) 738-1933 - www.cartermuseum.org
Yet another museum that gets national traveling exhibits, the Amon Carter specializes in American art and especially classic Western art.  

Museum of Science and History - 1501 Montgomery St - (817) 255-9300 - www.fwmuseum.org
This is a really cool place to go.  They have an OMNI theater that is fun if you have never been to one.  They are currently undergoing renovations, but should open this summer.
