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In June the IACUC approved a new protocol application form.  When revising the form, the committee took into consideration all of the feedback concerning the previous forms.  There is certain information that must be included to satisfy the policies and regulations required for animal research.  The IACUC hopes that the new application fulfils these requirements while making protocol writing an easier process for the investigators.  We would like to know how the forms are working so please send us your comments.





The IACUC protocol application has been shortened to reduce the amount of redundancy.  The attachments have been taken away and the flow chart is no longer necessary.  The use of a chart is encouraged to explain detailed procedures.  Also, it is still important that investigators provide all of the information required.  Please read the forms carefully and make sure each question is answered completely.  If you need any assistance in writing your protocol, contact the IACUC coordinator or the Attending Veterinarian.  









































October 16, 2007 IACUC MEETING


Submission due – September 28, 2007





November 20, 2007 IACUC MEETING


Submission due – October 26, 2007





December 18, 2007 IACUC MEETING


Submission due – November 30, 2007





**Protocols must be received the last Friday of the month to be reviewed at the next meeting**









































New Protocol Form











Elevator Policy:


"The freight elevator is for the use of transporting animals and biological materials.  The passenger elevator is only to be used in the event the freight elevator is out of service.  Unauthorized use of the passenger elevator can result in the loss of facility access or protocol suspension."  UNTHSC IACUC Policy Manual
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Institutional Animal Care











Any new annual reviews or amendments need to state the current USDA categories for animal use, regardless of which set is on the original protocol.  The categories are as follows:  





Classification B:  Animals being bred, conditioned, or held for use in teaching, testing, experiments, research, or surgery, but not yet used for such purposes.





Classification C:  Animals upon which testing, research, experiments, or test will be conducted involving no pain, distress, or use if pain-relieving drugs





Classification D:  Animals upon which experiments, teaching, research, tumor bearing experiments, surgery, or tests will be conducted involving accompanying pain or distress to the animals and for which appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or tranquilizing drugs will be used to treat this pain and distress.





Classification E:  Animals upon which teaching, experiments, research, surgery, or tests will be conducted involving accompanying pain or distress of the animals and for which the use of appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or tranquilizing drugs will adversely affect the procedures, results, or interpretation of the teaching, research, experiments, surgery, or tests.





For a category E protocol to be approved there must be adequate justification for not using appropriate anesthetic, analgesic, or tranquilizing drugs.



































































































































5 Common Writing Mistakes











USDA Animal Use Categories








































































































Writing a review correctly the first time saves the investigators and the IACUC a lot of time.  Here is a list of the most common mistakes made when writing proposals.  For tips on how to correct these problem areas go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/IACUC/index.htm" ��http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/IACUC/index.htm�.


Lay summary not written at a 9th grade reading level.


Insufficient justification of animal use and animal numbers.


Not including a detailed, step by step explanation of all procedures to be performed.


Skipping questions/not answering the right question.


Inadequate search for alternatives.



































	The use of animals for biomedical research is a privilege not a right.  With that privilege comes responsibility.  It is our responsibility to treat our animals with compassion.  Because they are living feeling creatures and it is the right thing to do.  Because their health may impact the quality of biomedical research.  Because lives depend on it.


	The UNT-HSC is committed to the humane and ethical treatment of animals.  For emergencies or to report concerns related to the care and use of animals, animal health, or environmental conditions please contact one of the following below.  One does not have to give his/her name.


~Dr. Daniels, DLAM Director ext. 2017


~Any of the IACUC members, for contact information call Christa, the IACUC Coordinator, at Ext. 0580


~Dr. Glenn Dillon, Vice Pres Research, Ext. 2055


~Campus Police, Ext. 2210


~The Ethics Line 1-800-500-0333
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A few years ago UNT Health Science Center joined with the Laboratory Animal Training Association’s online training program.  LATA provides institutions with training modules that review regulations and policies on the use of animals in the laboratory.  


There are four sections to the training program:


The base module covers back ground information and the basic policies and regulations concerning the use of animals in research.


The species modules contain information on species specific housing, social and environmental needs, handling, etc...  There are currently 8 species covered: rat, mouse, hamster, guinea pig, rabbit, dog, cat, and nonhuman primates


The techniques modules cover current procedure techniques that are acceptable.  UNTHSC presently has two techniques modules related to rodents.


The safety module is a section on occupational health.  This covers things that the workers should do to keep themselves safe while in the laboratory.


These online modules are quick and relatively easy.  They provide a great way for employees to learn the basic, up to date, requirements for using animals in the laboratory.  Currently it is mandatory for everyone who works with animals or animal tissues to take the online training modules when hired along with the hands on training provided the Department of Laboratory Animal Medicine.    


Policies are not the same at all institutions.  Even within an institution, policies change when new information becomes available.  The online training modules are a great tool for people who have been working in the lab a long time and may need a refresher course.


To find out more about online training please contact the DLAM/IACUC office at extension 0580.





























Mistreatment and Noncompliance








Protocol Submission Deadlines



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































REMEMBER THE THREE R’S





REDUCE





REFINE





REPLACE





AND USE THEM IN YOUR PROTOCOL ANIMAL USE JUSTIFICATION


























Announcements





September 18, 2007 the IACUC performed its semiannual facilities inspection.  The inspection went well and no significant deficiencies were found.  Thank you for your cooperation in making UNTHSC a safe place for the animals and the personnel.  Our next inspection will be in December 2007.


The 3 year AALAC site visit will occur at the beginning of 2008.  Please be patient and helpful while we prepare for this important event.


We are currently updating the IACUC website.  If you have any problems downloading forms or other information or if you have any suggestions please email Dr. Agarwal at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nagarwal@hsc.unt.edu" ��nagarwal@hsc.unt.edu� or 	Christa at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cmeisels@hsc.unt.edu" ��cmeisels@hsc.unt.edu�.


Private Investigators are encouraged to come to the IACUC monthly meeting when their protocol is being reviewed.  This allows first-hand interaction between the investigators and the committee.  Eliminating communication problems can get the protocols accepted faster.








What would you like to see in the next newsletter?  Please send suggestions to cmeisels@hsc.unt.edu








UNTHSC IACUC Online Training






































September 2007




















































































































