TCOM Grad Named State EMS Medical Director
Donald G. Phillips, D.O., FACOEP, FACEP(TCOM ’91), a member of the Governor’s EMS and Trauma Advisory Council (GETAC), became the State EMS Medical Director at a GETAC February meeting when the decision was made to create the title. It is advisory only to other EMS medical directors in Texas and to represent the state at a national level.
 
According to Dr. Phillips, the appointment is dependent on his appointment as the EMS medical director representative to GETAC as the title has been tied to the appointment. The position was created in response to recommendations by the National Association of EMS Physicians and American College of Surgeons during a statewide review of the trauma system last year, and in order to formalize a representation spot within the National Association of State EMS Officials.  
 
When asked about his plans, he told TOMA: “I do hope that we can begin to dialogue with other EMS medical directors in the state in order to improve medical direction across the state.  Texas uses a delegated practice model of EMS.  The consensus by EMS medical directors across Texas is that Texas is large and diverse enough that there can be no one-size-fits-all EMS.  As a result, we want to strengthen the local EMS medical directors in order to improve pre-hospital care.”
 
He added that there are two other osteopathic physicians that are state EMS medical directors: Joe Nelson, D.O., FACOEP in Florida, and Murray Sturkie, D.O., FACOEP in Idaho.
 
Dr. Phillips is also an ED medical director in Graham as well as EMS medical director for Azle Fire/EMS, LifeCare EMS in Parker County, and Off Duty Firefighter Medical Transport in Grand Prairie. He also sits on the board of directors for the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine.  
 
He is a native of Frisco, Texas, where he was a volunteer firefighter and EMT while in high school and college. After earning his D.O. degree from TCOM in 1991, he completed a rotating internship in Rolla, Missouri, and an EM residency at Doctors Hospital in Columbus, Ohio.
 
He and his wife, Lisa Hunt Phillips, live in Peaster, Texas, with their three daughters.
 

