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	07.103 	Absence for Religious Holidays
	



	Policy Statement.
In accordance with state law, students absent due to the observance of a religious holiday may take examinations or complete assignments scheduled for the day missed within a reasonable time after the absence. 


	Application of Policy.
This policy applies to all UNTHSC students.


	Definitions. 
None


	Procedures and Responsibilities.

	Procedure / Duty
	Responsible Party

	1. 
	Religious Holy Days Request Forms may be obtained from the Office of Student Affairs or online at http://www.hsc.unt.edu/departments/studentaffairs/Forms.cfm.

	Office of Student Affairs

	2. 
	Instructor(s) may require a letter of verification of the observed holiday or holy day(s) from the religious institution.

	Academic Department

	3. 
	Only holidays or holy days observed by a religion for which the place of worship is exempt from property taxation under Section 1120 of the Tax Code may be included. A student who is excused under this provision may not be penalized for the absence, but the instructor may respond appropriately if the student fails to satisfactorily complete the assignment or examination.

Reasonable attempts will be made to accommodate student requests where possible; however, there is no intrinsic guarantee that a request will be granted. Refer to Section 51.911 of the Texas Education Code to see applicable guidelines for this policy.

	Academic Department

	4. 
	Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) & Physician Assistant (PA) students: Students on clinical rotation are expected to be available during all holidays, with the exception of Thanksgiving Day, the day after Thanksgiving, and December 25 through January 1. These are the only school-approved holidays for students in clinical rotation. Please consult the official academic calendar for complete information.

	TCOM and Physician Assistant Studies Program

	References and Cross-references.
Section 1120 of the Tax Code
Texas Education Code Section 51.911


	Forms and Tools. 
All student relation policies can be found online at: http://www.hsc.unt.edu/sites/studentpolicyhandbook/index.cfm
UNTHSC Catalog 2008-2009: http://www.hsc.unt.edu/Catalog/08_09_HSCCatalog.pdf
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