Financial Aid Acronyms and Definitions
Listed below are commonly used financial aid acronyms with definitions.  Some terms have websites or telephone numbers listed for further information.
AGI – Adjusted Gross Income: The remaining income after allowances (taxes and a basic living allowance) have been subtracted in the Federal Methodology.
CAL – College Access Loan: This program provides alternative education loans to Texas students who are unable to meet the cost of attendance.  http://www.hhloans.com/borrowers/calfactsheet.cfm
COA – Cost of Attendance: The total amount it should cost a student to go to school, including items such as, tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, transportation, and personal expenses.
CPS – Central Processing System: The system used to process financial aid applications, renewals, and corrections through the United States Department of Education. 
DRN – Data Release Number: This is a four-digit number assigned to an application by the U.S. Department of Education. It is displayed only to the student, and prints on the top right corner of the Student Aid Report (SAR).
EFC – Expected Family Contribution: The amount of money that the family is expected to be able to contribute toward the student's education as determined by the Federal Methodology need analysis formula through the FAFSA.
EIC – Earned Income Credit: This is a tax benefit for working people with low or moderate incomes.
FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid: The FAFSA is the application used to apply for financial aid. www.fafsa.ed.gov.
FERPA – Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act: http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/students.html 
FFELP – Federal Family Education Loan Program: Includes the Federal Stafford Loan (Subsidized and Unsubsidized) and the Federal Perkins Loan. Private lenders, such as banks and credit unions, provide funds for these loans and are guaranteed against default by the federal government.
FSAIC – Federal Student Aid Information Center: The center answers general student aid questions and may be reached at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243).
HELP – Health Education Loan Program: This program provides educational loans to Texas students enrolled in the following programs of study: medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, podiatry, veterinary medicine, pharmacy, public heath, nursing, and allied health.  http://www.hhloans.com/borrowers/helpfactsheet.cfm 
ISIR – Institutional Student Information Record: The electronic version of the Student Aid Report (SAR) from completing the financial aid application and is delivered to schools.
MPN – Master Promissory Note: A form that students sign that states that you promise to repay your student loan(s). The note also includes important language about rights and responsibilities as a borrower.
MSPF – Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation: The Foundation has a student loan program for full-time students who are U.S. Citizens/Permanent Residents and Texas Residents attending Texas colleges or universities.  http://www.window.state.tx.us/scholars/programs/studentloan.html 
NSLDS – National Student Loan Data System: The U.S. Department of Education's central database for student aid where students can access and inquire about their Title IV loans and/or grant data. 
http://www.nslds.ed.gov/nslds_SA 
SAP – Satisfactory Academic Progress: Students must meet certain academic criteria in order to continue receiving federal financial aid.
SAR – Student Aid Report: Summarizes data from the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and is sent to the student four to six weeks after their FAFSA is submitted.
SDS – Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students: This program provides scholarships to full-time, financially needy students from disadvantaged backgrounds, enrolled in health professions and nursing programs. Participating schools are responsible for selecting scholarship recipients, making reasonable determinations of need, and providing scholarships that do not exceed the cost of attendance.  http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/dsa/sds.htm 
TPEG – Texas Public Education Grant: The purpose of this program is to provide grants to students with financial need and each educational institutional sets its own priorities in making awards.  
