DRT October 2007


1. What can we do to increase the scholarships through UNTHSC for the PA program to be proportionate to those of the DO program?

James Leddy, PA-S I
There are two types of scholarships those awarded through the school and those outside.  TCOM has the most scholarship since it’s been here the longest from Alum, etc.  There may be some finances in Foundation that could be used for another scholarship.  Scholarship is a priority for Dr.Ransom and several offices here on campus.  Right now there are steps being taken to try and develop these funds, this unfortunately does take some time. The Campus Pride Campaign last year was very successful and they’re hoping for similar results this year.  Maybe we could organize the PA students with the Alum affairs to see if they too could help contribute to a phone-a-thon.  

2. Is there any way to provide better tasting water from the water fountains on campus?

Cassie Laurence, PA-S II
The facilities department would like to know, which water fountains are having the issue.  Will talk to Steven and see if he can sample some of the waters around school to be tested.  It could be possible that some of the water coolers don’t have filters.  Steven will be invited to the next meeting to see if we can go about getting this changed.
3. I was wondering if the school would invite physician assistant students to the Anatomy Respect Ceremony in the future, as well as allot time in the PA students' schedule to allow them to attend the ceremony?

Thank you,

Deanna Weber, PA-S II
Sounds like a great idea and will be sure to plan that for next year.  

4.   I would like to ask the Dean why so many wonderful professors are 
electing to leave our institution, and if any measures are being 
taken to retain professors like Dr. Rosales. Finally, who is going to 
be replacing the professors who have left the institution?

Thanks,

AJ Jain, OMS-II
Currently, Dr. Rosales is leaving, Dr. Roque is leaving to the new DO school in Nevada. The how come is multifaceted, there is a great mushrooming of the number of osteopathic schools.  What we’re saying right now is for a number of schools competing for the top faculty so there are a number of people who are here leaving to go to administrative positions.  Dr. Schaeller & Dr. Spellman will be Associate Deans.  Dr .Orr is going in to private practice in Arlington.  In terms of Dr. Spellman, we’re hopefully working to have him return for the two weeks to teach his course.  Campuses are always in flux and this campus is no different.  We’ve hired about 75 faculty in the last couple of months.  Part of the strategy is to ensure that a single professor does not dominant an entire class such that one is not so dependent on just a handful of people.  At the same time, there are some younger faculty members which we need to engage.  Dr. Wasson has picked up some of Dr. Puttoff material so the hope is to increase her lecture material.  Dr. Nizzi and Dr.Cunningham will be picking up some of these areas.  The biggest concern will be for Dr. Spellman for the Endocrine 2 class.  

Bottom line there is a commitment to provide the best education we possibly can and by no means to we want to short change our students.  We take great pride personally, in seeing you walk across stage, receiving your boards scores and watching you through the process.
5. Can our Student ID badges be used for taking class roll?  They are used for us gaining access to the buildings and checking out books, and I was wondering if a card reader or two could be placed in Luibel so as to streamline signing in for class attendance. Currently, whenever a sign-in sheet has been passed around our class there have been multiple instances where the sheet hasn't made it around the entire room before the hour is over.  Having this technology available to us could easily remedy the situation by having everyone walk by one of the two scanners and swiping their ID badge on the way to their seat.

Thanks,

Matt Garcia, OMS-I
Taking attendance through IDs.  Yes, we have the capabilities we would just need to buy the equipment.  It would require that everyone have their ID with them all the time and often students do not have their badges with them.  Later this year, the first years will be piloting taking attendance with the iclickers.  This will be used to not only use for attendance, but possibly to look at students scores.
6. We still have very limited access to classrooms in building 1 and 2 and we only have access to the first floor, the PTRs, and the PA rooms. Is there a way to gain access to extra rooms at night or on weekends for studying? 
Thank you, 

Daniel Wimmer, OMS-II

The restricted campus security started as a student request because of that we have had limited access.  We’ve spoken to the chief of police about this issue and he wants to keep it how it is right now.  Space is clearly an issue to study and we are trying to accommodate in these next couple of years.  Possibly approach campus security to see if and when you could possibly study in certain classrooms.  The police are just trying to get a better handle on the security and a safe environment for people to study.  Maybe look to extend hours Sunday prior to exams on Monday.  If you could possibly try and contact Bobby Carter to give dates in advance.  
At this point, it is possibly to open PTR rooms and expand the library hours as needed.  OMM has wanted that students should be required to buy tables, which they have been holding off on.  
