Dean’s Round Table Questions January 2008
1. What parking options are available to 3rd and 4th year students who are on-campus for a minimal amount of time without having to pay for the yearly parking pass?


David Haines, OMS-III

Dr. Morman: There really isn’t a simple answer.  Currently, there is only a year-round parking pass for students for $90.  They have also approved monthly passes for $15.  They are not doing daily parking passes because it is not cost effective.  The reality is that there is a lot of free parking all around the school if you are only here for a day or two.  The parking pass is built in to your financial package so if you choose not to buy a parking pass that is your choice.  It’s $90 a year, which in reality is very inexpensive for parking.
** Possibly at the next MSGA meeting ask if other 3rd years are having an issue.
2. For those of us who are going to Corpus Christi, are we still required to pay for the following services even though we will not have access to them since we are so far away? 



Services: Library Use Fee, Activity Center Fee, Student Center Fee, 


Medical Service Fee


Mark Trisna, OMS-II

When you look at the mandatory fees some of these are the funds listed above.  These fees are sort of looked of as “tax” such that the cost can be minimized for the whole population.  This is how it was set up for the whole institution.  Individually, they can write a letter to the Board of Regions on an individual basis to waive these fees.  We could go to a full user-fee, but then it would cost a lot of money for people who used particular services such as FAC, the library, etc.  Also, even if you are in Corpus there are still academic services being provided to these students.  The reality is if that we remove that fee for some we will have to raise it for others and at this point the fees address the overheads that support the students.  A lot of these fees go to events that students might possibly not think about.  

3. Can you please give the students a report about what the Financial Aid office has done to rectify the situation regarding federal student grants this year?  Last year and last semester the Financial Aid officers, present at the Dean's Round Tables where we discussed this topic, committed to look for alternative funds for students who did not receive federal grant money this year due to problems with the grant application by the school last year.


Janet Gregory, OMS-III

Mr. Haynes: Last summer there was a conference about the application that HERSA used such that all the information would be shared among all of the colleagues.  At this point, they have met the required deadlines and know about future dates and deadlines.  They are confident that they were get there application in this year.  However, we always have to be aware that there is certain criteria that we have to meet as a school in order to receive these funds. At this point, all we can do is provide the necessary requirement and whether we are granted and how much aid we receive is up to the organization.  
Student: Recently, it has come to our attention that it is hard to make bills for dual degree students.  
Dr. Mormon/ Dr. Haynes: Currently, this is an ITS problem that the school is working on.  At this point, they would like the dual degree students to stop by so they can come up with a short-term solution.  Basically is it’s a problem between the Accounting and Financial Aid office in adjusting their communications.
Student: As a side note there has been great improvement on helping the PAs to find scholarship applications as there has been multiple emails and reminders about ways in which these students can receive grants and scholarships.

Dr. Mormon: We’ve challenged the entire  department to find more financial aid for all of the students and currently we have been able to obtain 2 $1,000 scholarships for the PA students.  The applications are out right now, so if students are still interested you still have time.
4. When I tell someone I am in medical school at TCOM, nearly everyone will say, "That place is still open? I thought it shut down several years ago." This is frustrating since even the citizens of Fort Worth do not know we are here.  What is the school doing to promote its public awareness? Thank You. 


Justin Black, OMS-I

Dr. Hahn: Although it might not seem like it the community knows it, it has in fact improved greatly.  This past year we have really bolstered the marketing department.  There are now seven people dedicated towards public relations and marketing.  Actually, TCOM was on the front page of the Star Telegram this past week and in fact we were in the Star-Telegram this Monday.  The faculty gets an email everytime we are mentioned in the press.
Is it possible to send this out to the students?

Why don’t we see if we can get that to all the listserv to the students so that they are more aware of our presence in the community.

Mr. Sachs:  Once construction gets going, there will be no signs about the school and explaining what is currently going on.  Moreover, we will be participating in some activities that will help bolster our name.  Next year they are looking at co-sponsoring the medical side of the Air Force Alliance.  We are also involved in the Cowtown Marathon, which is coming up in February.  

The February issue of Texas Monthly is going to have a focus on Fort Worth about the medical school and more.  Plus, there is a quarterly publication that goes out to the alumni and the elected officials of the state.  
5. I was wondering what measures the dean and faculty are going to be taking to insure a smoke free campus, develop effective pharmaceutical free policies on campus, and developing recycling programs?  I feel that in order to fulfill our roles as leaders in our community and to provide the utmost integrity for our profession that we have an obligation to instate effective policy and progressive initiatives to take firm positions on the stated subjects.


Cole Zanetti, OMS-I

Mr. Sachs: There is in fact a policy buried in the documents that states we are a smoke-free campus and over the course of time we have sort of accommodated certain people.  As the chairmen of the Health Promotions committee we have re-energized ideas on moving forward with this plan.  At this point, it seem that it will involve a re-education to student and faculty before there is any enforcement.  Also recommendation are being developed as we speak to prepare a final recommendation to take to Administrative Council.  Also, a flyer has been drawn up to ask for assistance on helping to create a task force.  We want to make sure we involve people who do smoke in this process such that everyone is involved in this decision process.  The school has a program to help with smoking cessation—it’s called the Patch Program; however, there has not been much interest so there may be some discussion to try to change the program.
Student: There is national aid that we may also be able to receive that will help us develop our own program and people can call to get any assistance that they might need.

Dr. Hahn: In the next two weeks, I will go back to sending out a newsletter that goes out 10x a year so if you just forward the number, I will include it in my newsletter.  We’ve tried as an institution to influence the health & well-being of the students to get people of tobacco-use and part of the concern is public relations.  In that if we get rid of the hut, we force people to move out on to the streets on Camp Bowie where everyone in the community pass by.  We really need an aggressive program to convince people that this is not a healthy lifestyle.  
-COSGP conference is here this weekend, this issue might be addressed this weekend during resolutions.  This issue could possibly discussed as to see what other schools have in place and possibly generate some ideas.

6. Can we have all instructors go through a workshop to learn how to use the podium computers and projectors (maybe even have a few students learn how to use the equipment so we may assist the professors)?


Rosemary Wright, OMS-I
Dr. Dubin: We will work with the faculty to try and fix this.

Has it been addressed about using the bricks as scholarship?

Apparently, it’s more expensive than we thought to polish the bricks and sell them.  We are still looking into possibilities of what to do with the bricks.  They might want to use them in a courtyard on the future campus.

Dr. Ransom will have a town hall meeting on Thursday in Luibel to go over the new plans about the new academic meeting.

