 
The following requirements are approved by the TCOM Curriculum Committee for TCOM students starting their SECOND year in the fall semester of 2005.  
PDA Hardware
1. Memory - at least 32mb

2. Extra memory card capability - a card of at least 128mb is needed to hold large files 

3. Operating system - either the Palm or PocketPC operating system is acceptable

4. Wireless connectivity is NOT required.  If you want to access the Internet from your PDA, you must purchase one with 802.11 connection capability or purchase a PDA-PHONE that allows internet and email access. 

PDA Software / Books
1. Griffith's 5-Minute Clinical Consult 2005

2. A to Z Drug Facts

3. Bakerman's ABC's of Interpretive Laboratory Data, 4th ed.

Unlike the PDA itself, these titles (especially items 2 and 3) are not widely available for purchase in handheld format.  While you may find them at a few sites on the Internet, we have negotiated a special price for the three title bundle from Skyscape Inc.  Separately, these titles cost about $170.  When purchasing from Skyscape, the cost for TCOM students and other UNTHSC patrons will be just $100 for a one year license.  TCOM students that elect to continue to purchase the products in years three and four will be charged only $75, about a 55% discount from the regular price of $165, should they wish to renew their subscriptions for a second year.

In addition to the price discount, students purchasing all three titles from Skyscape will benefit from having the books integrated into an easily navigable format on their PDA.  Again, you may purchase these software titles from ANY site of your choice.  However, Skyscape is the only vendor we have been able to negotiate this discount with.  

The website for the Skyscape discount purchase site is shown below.  You must use this url to receive the special discount.  Please note the discount only shows after items are added to the shopping cart.  Also note that you will be buying a one year license for the software.  Please take that into consideration when planning the timing of your purchase.
http://www.skyscape.com/tcom

Once again, you are not required to purchase the software titles from Skyscape.  However, if you want the cost and usability benefits outlined above, you should consider purchasing the products from them. 
For questions about the required purchase, contact Dr. Dubin.  
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